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EXAMPLE 5 Major Descriptor with Publication Type Limit 

Objectives 
1. Apply the Major Concept option appropriately. 
2. Select the desired publication type.  
3. Place citations in the Folder to Save, print, email, or export to bibliographic 

management software. 

Scenario 
I have a class presentation next week about smoking prevention.  I have 
completed most of the research and have all the types of material that I need 
except for teaching material on the subject.  
 

Search Process 
 
STEP 1:  First take your information need and create a search statement about it. 
 

“I need teaching material about how to prevent people 
from smoking.” 

 
STEP 2:  Identify the important concepts in your search   
 
 “Smoking Prevention” 
 
 
STEP 3:  You can locate information about this concept by searching the CINAHL 
headings to determine if there is a subject heading for smoking.  Then check the 
Qualify Subheadings to determine if there is a subheading for the concept of 
prevention. 
 
In each detailed subject heading screen there is an option to limit the search to 
Major Concept. This means that the results will contain citations that focus on 
that subject. Since smoking is such a broad topic this tool will be useful for this 
search. 
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Next, examine the Qualify Subheadings to see if there is a one for the concept 
of prevention. Select Prevention and Control by clicking in the box in front of the 
subject heading. 
 
 

 

Place a 
check by 
Major 
Concept.  
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All of the concepts have been added to the search except for the publication 
type.  That is a limit that will be added after the search is run.  Now click on the 
search database button at the top to run the search.  This search retrieves over 
1,000 citations, but they are not all teaching material.  
 
To narrow a search by Publication Type go to Search Options on the Advanced 
Search Screen. 
 
 

 
 
 
Click on the search button to re-run the search with this limit.  Now each of the 
resulting records is teaching material. This is exactly what is needed. 

There is a variety of 
publication types listed in 
alphabetical order. Scroll 
down to locate teaching 
materials. To select more than 
one type, hold down the 
control key while you click. 
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The final step is to decide if these items will be printed, emailed, saved, or 
exported.  In this database, items must be placed in the folder to be emailed, 
printed, saved, or exported.  To place citations in the folder, click on the Add to 
folder link in the record. 
  
 

 
 
 

     
 
When items are placed in the folder, the icon the text changes from “Add to 
folder” to “Remove from folder”.  Clicking on the “Remove from folder” icon 
takes the citation off of the clipboard. 
 
When items are added to the folder, the text Folder has items will appear on the 
right side of the screen.  To work with items in the folder, click on the “Go to 
Folder” link.  
 
Before anything can be done with the items, you must select the ones that you 
wish to work with.  Clicking in the box in front of an item will select individual 
items or clicking in the Select / Deselect all box will select or deselect all of the 
citations. 
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This is the folder view: 
 

 
 
 
To print the citations click on this icon:   
 
 
To email the citations click on this icon:   
 
 
To save the citations in a file click on this icon:    
 
To export citations to bibliographic management databases such as EndNote, 
Reference Manager, or RefWorks click on this icon:    
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The default is to have the Remove these items from folder” box checked.  This 
means that the citations will be deleted from the folder. Until you have printed, 
emailed, saved or exported citations successfully it may be helpful to uncheck 
this box. 
 
The other screens have similar options that you can select.  Citations can be 
printed, emailed or saved in AMA, APA, MLA, Chicago/Turabian or Vancouver 
style. 
 
The citation format may be brief or detailed.  Printing the current search history 
can be useful if a search is going to be re-run so that there is a record of what 
was searched. 
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