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EXAMPLE 4 Author/Publication Field Search with Truncation 

Objectives 
1. Select the correct field qualifier to restrict the search to particular fields. 
2. Utilize the truncation symbol.  
3. Perform a multi-field search.  

Scenario 
I have a report for a research methods class on a research instrument for a 
particular condition. I was assigned the Stroke Impact Scale.  My instructor told 
me that one of the physical therapy professors has written a great article about 
the Stroke Impact Scale.  The author’s last name is Duncan. I am not certain 
what the first name is but it begins with “p” and I do not know if he uses a middle 
initial. The article is in a journal named “Archives of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation”. 

Search Process 
 
STEP 1: First take your information need and create a search statement about it. 
 

I am looking for an article written by P Duncan about 
the Stroke Impact Scale from the journal “Archives of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation.” 
 

STEP 2: Identify the important concepts in your search.   
 

The author’s last name and first initial, Duncan p, 
Stroke Impact Scale and the journal title, “Archives of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation.” 

 

STEP 3:  First, search for the author’s name. If the name isn’t common and the 
author hasn’t written very much, it might be all that is needed to locate the 
article.  Second, search for the title of the journal and finally add any subject 
headings or keywords to the search. 
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In Author box, type the last name then the first initial of the author, do not use a 
coma.  Many authors publish using their middle initial, to include all of the 
possibilities (p to pa to pz) use the truncation symbol *. 
 
Next in the Journal /Magazine box, type the complete title of the journal or 
magazine and click on the search button at either the top or bottom of the 
page. 
 
This search retrieves a small set of citations. If the number of citations had been 
large searching on the key words “Stroke Impact Scale” and combining it with 
the author/publication search would reduce the number of citations and make 
certain they are more relevant. 
 
Another war to do this search would be field searching. From the Advanced 
Keyword screen type the author’s last name and change the drop down box to 
AU Author field so that only the author field is searched. Then type the keywords, 
“Stroke Impact Scale” leaving the field as it is. Finally type the title of the journal 
and change the drop down box to SO Journal Title so that only the journal title 
field is searched.  
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This very specific search identifies two citations. From scanning the titles, it 
appears that both may be useful for the assignment. 
 
 

 
 
Now you have seen two ways to search for articles written by a particular author 
in a particular journal about a specific topic. Restricting a search to specific 
fields can be helpful when you have only partial citation information or when 
you want a word in a specific field such as the title or author’s institutional 
affiliation. 
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