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EXAMPLE 2 Single Subject Heading with Subheading & Finding Full Text 

Objectives 
1. Demonstrate the value of using subject headings. 
2. Locate and read the scope information for subject headings.  
3. Select the most appropriate subject heading. 
4. Examine and select the subheadings to determine if any focus on the desired 

aspects of the subject.  
5. Display complete citation records. 
6. Determine if the full-text of an article is available in print or electronic format. 

Scenario 
You have a paper due for class.  You are looking for articles about the 
complications of using Total Parenteral Nutrition (TPN).  You don’t have the time 
to sit in the library going through journals to find this information. 
 

Search Process 
 
STEP 1:  Take your information need and create a search statement about it. 

 
“I am looking for journal articles about complications 
of using TPN.” 

 
STEP 2:  Identify the important concepts in your search   
 
 “TPN or Total Parenteral Nutrition”. 
 
STEP 3:  Search CINAHL Headings to determine if there is a subject heading for 
TPN or Total Parenteral Nutrition.  Since you are interested in specific aspects of 
this subject (complications), you should try to locate them under Qualify 
Subheadings.  
 
 

 

From the main search 
screen select CINAHL 
Headings. Then, type 
“TPN” or “Total 
Parenteral Nutrition” 
in the Browse for box.  
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Search using either by TPN or “Total Parenteral Nutrition,” which brings up a list of 
subject headings.  Searching by acronyms can be problematic, as acronyms 
often have more than one meaning.  In this example, however, the acronym 
maps to the correct concept.  Use acronyms carefully. 
 
 

 

Check the Scope to see 
if this is a good choice 
for your subject. 

 
 
Click on the subject heading for total parenteral nutrition to view the full subject 
heading which includes Qualify Subheading.  
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You can focus your search on a particular aspect (Complications) of the subject 
heading by checking Qualify Subheadings. The Qualify Subheading “Adverse 
Effects” refers to complications. To select one or more subheadings click in the 
box in front of the term(s). 

 
If you need more 
information about how a 
subheading is used, read 
the scope note. 
 
This is list of your results. The 
full citation can be viewed 
by clicking on the title of the 
article or the magnifying 
glass icon.  
 



CINAHL Tutorial  
University of Florida Health Science Center Library 

UF HSCL 2008 Example 2 4 of 4 

 
This is an example of a complete citation: 
 

 
 
There are two ways to determine if the full-text is available.  The first is to 
determine if CINAHL has a link full-text.  Those citations will have a link to either 
the HTML or PDF of an article like the citation below. 
 

 
 
If there is not a link to full-text, click on the “Find it @ UF” icon located after 
citations. 

 

 


	Objectives
	Scenario
	Search Process

